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Iranian epic, too, it is Giw who brings back queen.
Firangis from Turan in safety. Moreover, Gawain* s
expedition to the 'Other- World 'has its counterpart in
Giw's seven years' sojoarn in the land of Turan (J. L.
Weston, Legend of Sir Gawain pp. 74-75)- Again,
in the Shahnarneh the hero Giw also acquires the
armour of Siyawash, ^hich is of so wonderful a nature
that neither water nor fire could produce any effect
on it :

Tnat armour wa- later much in request and was
worn by Bezan, son of Giw, in the combat with
Homan.
(c) Bey an
It is when we coroe to the hero Bezan, that we
encounter the Eoland of the Iranian chivalry. It is
not surprising that a modern scholar has selected him
from the circle of Kai Khusrau to compare him with
Parzival (Z. D. M. G. 1928, p. Ixiii). Perhaps it would
be a better suggestion that it was the Parthian
ballads about Gotarzes, Giw and Bezan, which
formed the basis of one of the earliest legends of
chivalry in Mediaeval Europe, viz., those relating to
Gawain, The name Gawain would cover all three,
for Gotarzes called himself Geopothros (t. e. son of
Giw or Viv) while the name of Bezan also signifies
" the son of Giw " (Vivzan). That their exploits
were long sung by the bards of old Parthia we know,